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IDENTIFYING EARLY PROSTHESES 
P/ An abridged version of the C.£, Wallis Memorial Lecture by R.A. 
Cohen is a valuable historical contribution in the Proceedings 
of the Royal Society of Medicine (52:775-786 September 1959) en- 
titled "Methods and liaterials used for Artificial Teeth!! The most 
original and valuable part of this paper is Cohen's attempt to set 
up methods for the identification of old dentures, the provenience 
of which is not known, through their materials and constructional 
features. He considers that a denture that can be assigned to a 
definite quarter-century is quite successfully placed. Minute struc- 
tural features are'used to differentiate the base materials when 
they are not known, and the’kinds of ivory and bone are described. 
For chronological placement, it should be possible to make more use 
of material and constructional features than Cohen has made. The 
ogee of platinum in a denture certainly puts its date after the 
8th century, since platinum was hardly usuable as a dental materi- 
al before Fonzi employed it in 1804. The presence of platinum - 
brackets in denture teeth, soldered by gold to a platinum base, sug- 
gests the work of Fonzi. Denture design is another feature impor- 
tant in placing a denture in time. Dentures prior to 1800 have shal- 
low flanges or none. However the flanges, even in dentures retained 
by close adaptation without springs, prior to 1830, have little or 
no extension onto the palate. Other features of design and materials 
might be employed as means of dating and assigning provenience. 


The article illustrates two Etruscan dentures in the Liverpool 
Museum which, though previously described in the literature, have 
not been pictured earlier, 


ee FOR COLLECTION OF HISTORICAL MATERIAL FOR NAVY MEDICAL DEPART-= 

MEN 

R/ United States Navy Medical News Letter (34:2 July 3, 1959) con- 
tains an announcement from which the following excerpt is made: 


"A committee has been formed with representation from the Medi- 

cal Corps, Dental Corps, Medical Service Corps, Nurse Corps, 
and Hospital Corps for the purpose of creating a fund to be used for 
the collection and maintenance of items of historical interest to 
the Medical Department. Such items will include, but will not be li- 
mited to, portraits, memorials, etc., designed to perpetuate the 
memory of distinguished members of the Navy Medical Department. 
These Memorials will be displayed in the Bureau of lliedicine and Sur- 
gery and at the National Naval Medical Center... 


"It is anticipated that an historical committee will be orga- 
nized at each of our medical activities..." 


MORE ABOUT WASHINGTON'S LETTER TO DR. BAKER 
R/ Harold L. Faggart has contributed a short article to the 
Journal of the American Dental Association giving the back- 
ground facts concerning the so-called second letter of George 
Washington to Dr. Baker mailed during the occupation of the 
British in 1783. The text of this letter owned by the late Mr, 
Robert Meibauer, of New York, appeared in the Bulletin for 
April of this year. 


RECENT HISTORIES OF DENTISTRY 

R/ With the advent of MSeverat centennials of dental socie- 
ties within the last two years, several historical works 

not previously mentioned in the Bulletin have appeared. 


Sve izes Tandlakarf8rbund_ 1908-1958 is an account of the 
Swedish Dental Society. It is not a connected history of the 
organization but is a series of records and comments on va- 
rious phases of the society by different persons. The volume 
is well illustrated and was published in 1958. 


A somewhat similar book is the Jubileumsskrift 1908-1958 of 
Stockholms Tandlukarf8rening also published in 1958, which re- 
cords the historical facts relative to the local dental society. 


The illustrations include interesting pictures of dental offices 
of past years. The volume has 140 pages. 


L.J. Cecconi, vice-president of the Subcommittee of the His- 
tory of Dentistry of the F.D.I. and president of Societé fran- 
caise d'histoire de l'art dentaire, is author of a recent book 
(1959) entitled Notes et memoires pour servir a l'histoire de 
l'art dentaire et A l'étude de 1'évol ution scientifique de 
l'odonto-stomatologie. This work of 156 pages contains much fresh 
material, although some of the author's ascriptions of ee 
might be questioned. For example, Cecconi ascribeé to the Ame- 
rican B.J. Cigrand (1893) the statement that Fauchard conceived 
the idea of utilizing porcelain in full dentures. In this in- 
stance he overlooks the fact that the Frenchman Audibrand in 


1821 in his book Traité historique et pratique sur les dents ar- 
tificielles incorruptibles made this unfortunate suggestion. 


In the United States, two publications on the history of 
dentistry in localities have appeared.One is issued by the © 
Georgia Dental Association---a handsome centennial pamphlet, 
amply illustrated. The other is A History of Dentistry in South 
Jersey 1949-1 by Milton B., Asbell and is a supplement to 
the authors istory of Dentistry in South Jersey, 


@ @ Robert Meibauer, of New York, a member of the A.A.H.D. died 
at the age of 65 on October 11, He was proprietor of a dental 
laboratory and owner of an extensive collection of historical 
and art items related to dentistry. The historical exhibit at 
the Centennial Session of the American Dental Association con- 
Sisted largely of paintings, instruments and other specimens 
furnished by him. 


